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CLEVELAND— The Sculpture Center, an arts institution dedicated to advancing the careers of emerging sculptors of Ohio 
and its greater region and the preservation of Ohio outdoor public sculpture, is opening its 2018 W2S Emerging Artist 
Series on Friday, Jan. 19, 2018. Rachel Yurkovich: Black Grass & Zac Weinberg: The Lampshade Variations is the first of 
three sets of dual exhibitions of new work by artists of our region to be shown in the 2018 W2S Emerging Artist Series.

The disastrous events that occurred as a result of the
explosion of the Chernobyl power plant on April 26, 1986
forced almost half a million people to abandon everything
and never return. Though undoubtedly devastating, the
Chernobyl disaster was not all destruction; within the
borders of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, something
beautiful and unexpected has taken over the poisonous
cityscape, life. In her video project, Black Grass, Rachel
Yurkovich documents the thriving environment that has
taken over post-humanity. Her work focuses on the new
life and beauty that has blossomed, unchecked, all over
the Exclusion Zone. Flora and fauna have supplanted
humanity, making a home where they may not be
welcomed elsewhere. The vestiges of man rot and decay away, while Nature reclaims her land. Chernobyl and the nearby
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Rachel Yurkovich, courtesy of the artist. Zac Weinberg Artist’s portrait, courtesy of the artist.

Rachel Yurkovich “Spider in a fish farm, Chernobyl Exclusion Zone,” 2017, video still. 
Courtesy of the artist.
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city of Pripyat present some challenging themes that Yurkovich in turn poses to the viewer: the profound consequences 
(good and bad) of human error, the inevitability of life continuing without us, and the unrelenting question of who has 
dominion over the world. Yurkovich’s video project is accompanied by illustrations of some of the organisms she came 
across during her trip. 

 
Yurkovich earned her BFA in sculpture and painting from the Cleveland Institute of Art (2014) and currently has her 
studio practice in Cleveland. Through video, she frames instances of uninhibited consumption and the damaging 
consequences they often bring — involving the use of insects and animals as stand-ins for human situations of desire, 
indulgence and self-destruction. Visit Yurkovich's website.

A lampshade is a mediating device, a compromise between 
functionality and ornamentation. Glass is a mediating material,
simultaneously displaying its contents for evaluation yet 
denying touch. The Lampshade Variations is an exhibition in 
which utility is combined with futility, the mass-produced with 
the bespoke. Zac Weinberg’s series of interconnected 
sculptures address systems that enable modern life as we have 
come to know it. Plumbing, HVAC, natural gas and agricultural 
infrastructure serve as formal inspiration for hand-made glass 
constructions. Found objects and household items are 
suspended in these systems for which they were not originally 
intended. The Lampshade Variations highlights the awkward 
transition of objects as goods into specimens of art, craft and 
design. 

Weinberg earned his BFA from New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University (2009) and his MFA from The 
Ohio State University (2015). Currently, he is working as a Glass and Sculpture Technician at Bowling Green State 
University. Weinberg’s specialty is glass, but he works across mediums – appropriating archetypical forms, and upturning 
expectations of archival forms and commodities. Visit Weinberg's website. 

The Opening Reception of Rachel Yurkovich: Black Grass & Zac Weinberg: The Lampshade Variations is Friday, Jan. 19, 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in the Main Gallery and Euclid Avenue Gallery of The Sculpture Center (1834 E. 123 rd Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106). The Artist Talks, Zac Weinberg is at 6:15 p.m. in the Euclid Avenue Gallery and The Artist Talks, 
Rachel Yurkovich is at 7 p.m. in the Main Gallery. Free and Open to the Public. Free Parking is available in The Sculpture 
Center parking lot, along E. 123rd Street, and in the Circle Health Services parking lot. Rachel Yurkovich: Black Grass & Zac
Weinberg: The Lampshade Variations will be on view from Jan. 19 through Feb. 23, 2018. 

###
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Zac Weinberg, “Lamp Articulating its Material Properties,” 2016, kiln cast and cold-
worked glass with copper inclusions, light bulb, electrical components. 8 1/2 x  8 3/4 
x 3 1/2 in. Courtesy of the artist.
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About the W2S Window to Sculpture Emerging Artist Series 
Through the Window to Sculpture Emerging Artist series (W2S), The Sculpture Center has advanced the careers of exceptional Ohio 
artists for 25 years. In 2014, we expanded the program to include artists from the greater area of the Great Lakes region, adjoining 
states, and Ontario, Canada. The Sculpture Center embraces artists whose art practices include sculpture, installation, mixed and 
expanded media, relational aesthetics, and performance. 

About The Sculpture Center
Founded by Cleveland artist David E. Davis in 1989, The Sculpture Center is a not-for-profit arts organization with a mission unique to 
this country of supporting the careers of emerging sculptors of Ohio and our greater region and encouraging the preservation of Ohio
public outdoor sculpture. The Sculpture Center exhibits the highest quality contemporary sculpture by rapidly rising, mid-career, and 
established artists with a focus on sculpture of our region. We value risk taking and an exploration of new avenues of creativity by 
each artist. New artwork is created especially for all our curated exhibitions. Admission is always free. There is ample free parking 
and handicap accessibility to our galleries.

The Sculpture Center receives generous support from The Callahan Foundation, The John P. Murphy Foundation, the Bernice and 
David E. Davis Art Foundation, The George Gund Foundation, the Cleveland Foundation, The Char and Chuck Fowler Family 
Foundation, the Cyrus Eaton Foundation, studioTECHNE|architects, Sculpture Center board members, and many individual donors to 
Friends of The Sculpture Center. The W2S 2018 W2S series is directly supported by the National Endowment for the Arts. The 
Sculpture Center is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. It is 
also supported by grants from the Ohio Arts Council which receives federal monies through the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Learn More at sculpturecenter.org.
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