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Fall 2017 - Fiber Art Exhibition Duo at The Sculpture Center
The Nowness of Then: Lilian Tyrrell’s Disaster Blankets & Objections and Connections, Fiber Artists Talk Back
Opening Reception: Friday, September 15, from 5:30 – 8 p.m.
The Artists’ Talk, 6:15 p.m. in the Euclid Avenue Gallery
Brinsley Tyrrell’s Talk, 7 p.m. in the Main Gallery
CLEVELAND— The Sculpture Center, an arts institution dedicated to advancing the careers of
emerging sculptors of Ohio and its greater region and the preservation of Ohio outdoor public
sculpture, is opening two fiber art exhibitions in the Main Gallery and Euclid Avenue Gallery of
The Sculpture Center for the Fall 2017.
The Nowness of Then: Lilian Tyrrell’s Disaster Blankets will open in the Main Gallery in a
complementing dialectic with Objections and Connection, Fiber Artists Talk Back – a curated
group exhibition featuring fiber and multimedia artists William Marcellus Armstrong, Lauren
Davies, Trey Gehring, Penny Mateer, and Kathryn Shinko, opening concurrently in the Euclid
Avenue Gallery.
Lilian Tyrrell’s (1944-2007) complete series of Disaster Blankets was last exhibited at SPACES
gallery in 2004, and the anger of artists has not diminished in the intervening 10 years since
Tyrrell’s untimely death. Tyrrell was profoundly dismayed and shocked by the world news and
drew directly from television images for her own imagery. The themes that she tackled so
boldly and ruthlessly in these large tapestries, such as the KKK, the tragedy of 9/11,
international terrorism, starvation in underdeveloped countries, degradation of the
environment, American military aggression and the rise of Islamist militancy, are still alive
today.

Lilian Tyrrell, “Ku Klux Klan,” 1988, Wool,
cotton, and linen, 86 x 62 in.

“Rather than diminishing in importance, the issues that Tyrrell addresses in her
Disaster Blankets series have become even more ominous in our political
landscape,” says Ann Albano, executive director + chief curator of The Sculpture
Center. “I felt it incumbent upon The Sculpture Center to show a selection of these
magnificent tapestries to a new generation and remind us all of their prescience and
currency.”
The accompanying curated exhibition, Objections and Connections, Fiber Artists Talk
Back, shows the work of five exceptional fiber and multimedia artists of our region
who have taken up these same issues and others. Just as Tyrrell took all of her
imagery from the television news, the six fiber artists exhibiting in Objections and
Connections are working with imagery and objects taken directly from the public
realm – mostly from the internet, addressing issues of environment, gay culture,
current politics and those of the past that still haunt us.

Penny Mateer, “Charlottesville and the Bigotracy
8/14/2017,” 2017, Fleece Blanket, 60 x 80 in.

The opening reception of The Nowness of Then: Lilian Tyrrell’s Disaster Blankets &
Objections and Connections, Fiber Artists Talk Back is part of a campus-wide opening
including the Artists Archives of the Western Reserve’s fiber show In the Details and
the Davis Sculpture Gallery’s open house. The Nowness of Then: Lilian Tyrrell’s
Disaster Blankets & Objections and Connections, Fiber Artists Talk Back will be on view
from September 15 – October 26, 2017. Opening receptions and exhibitions are
always free and open to the public.
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About The Sculpture Center
Founded by Cleveland artist David E. Davis in 1989, The Sculpture Center is a not-for-profit arts organization with a mission unique to
this country of supporting the careers of emerging sculptors of Ohio and our greater region and encouraging the preservation of Ohio
public outdoor sculpture. The Sculpture Center exhibits the highest quality contemporary sculpture by rapidly rising, mid-career, and
established artists with a focus on sculpture of our region. We value risk taking and an exploration of new avenues of creativity by
each artist. New artwork is created especially for all our curated exhibitions. Admission is always free. There is ample free parking
and handicap accessibility to our galleries.
The Sculpture Center receives generous support from The Callahan Foundation, The John P. Murphy Foundation, the Bernice and
David E. Davis Art Foundation, the Davis Sculpture Foundation, The George Gund Foundation, The Char and Chuck Fowler Family
Foundation, The Cyrus Eaton Foundation, studioTECHNE|architects, Sculpture Center board members, and many individual donors to
Friends of The Sculpture Center. The W2S 2018 series is directly supported by the National Endowment for the Arts. The Sculpture
Center is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. It is also
supported by grants from the Ohio Arts Council which receives federal monies through the National Endowment for the Arts.
Learn More at sculpturecenter.org.
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