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A W2S (Window to Sculpture) Emerging Artist Series 2018 Dual Opening Reception
Matt Lambert: Fun & Games and Eli Gfell: /X

5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, April 27
Free and Open to the Public

The Artist Talks: Eli Gfell, 6:15 p.m. in the Euclid Avenue Gallery
The Artist Talks: Matt Lambert, 7 p.m. in the Main Gallery

CLEVELAND— The Sculpture Center, an arts institution dedicated to advancing the careers of emerging sculptors of Ohio
and its greater region and the preservation of Ohio outdoor public sculpture, is opening Matt Lambert: Fun & Games and
Eli Gfell: /X in the Main Gallery and Euclid Avenue Gallery on Friday, April 27, 2018.

Matt Lambert: Fun & Games and Eli Gfell: /X is the last set of dual exhibitions of new work by artists of our region in The
Sculpture Center's W2S Emerging Artist Series 2018. 

Matt Lambert: Fun & Games takes a critical look at the parallels between hyper-
masculine  sport  and the appropriative  patterns  of  culture.  Does either  activity
constitute anything more than aggression and barbarism? Is there anything more
to  these  actions  than  entertainment?  Tapping  into  his  rich  background  in
Contemporary Jewelry, Lambert presents body objects within the recognizable
framework  of  jewelry  in  order  to  ask  the  viewer  to  reinterpret  masculinity,
femininity,  and  queerness  within  the  modern  age. Lambert  collaborates  with
multimedia artists of a vast array of disciplines to reconfigure the current cultural
systems of  queerness  and our perception of  “sport.” We are a culture that is
desensitized to and even entertained by violence at a time when sensitivity may be
what we need most; it’s just as the old adage goes in its entirety, “it’s all  fun and
games until someone gets hurt… then it’s sport.”
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Matt Lambert, “The Joust,” 2014, leather, steel, antler, upholstery textile, auto
lacquer, 36 x 48 in. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Danya Eising. 

High resolution images available upon request.
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Lambert earned his MFA from Cranbrook Academy of Art in Metalsmithing (2014) and holds academic degrees and
notations in Psychology, Art History, and American Studies from Wayne State University (2012). He recently completed
his 2016-17 residency with Iaspis, the International Programme for Visual and Applied Artists, in Stockholm, Sweden.

Lambert  was  recently  selected  to  be  the  front  artist  for  AJW (Athens  Jewelry  Week)  in  Greece  this  year,  “for  his
exceptional talent to produce conceptual pieces of jewelry, and for his interdisciplinary action.” AJW continued, “[h]e
does not hesitate to cross boundaries and combine his art with photography, performance and choreography.” After its
closing, Lambert will move most of his W2S exhibition to the Benaki Museum in Athens, Greece. View Lambert's website.

Regarding Eli Gfell: /X, Gfell says: “A kind of alternative renovation, my work is
something between object, architecture and image. Made from found and re-
purposed  building  materials,  it  is  created  through  intuitive  processes  and
imperfect systems. Recently, a type of synthetic gypsum has been developed.
The  shapes  and  forms  used  deliberately  reference  gypsum  crystals,  the
primary component used in manufacturing drywall and plaster. In my work
there is often the presence of a faked or frozen action, as in a painting; the
cutting, sawing, scoring and folding of a material, a distorted perspective, or a
faux surface.  I am interested in physical, material tension as a synonym for
societal tension. I want to examine and undermine traditional notions of value,
commodity, finish, permanence, and the monumental; elevating construction
detritus and unused or unusable materials.  I want to reveal how our throw-
away society is built, using what it has thrown away to do so.” 

“Art tends to occupy fabricated spaces. Most of us live in them too. We are
constantly constructing and reconstructing our environments, the spaces we
individually  and  collectively  occupy.  Our  contemporary  consumer  society  is
directly  reflected  in  our  materials  and  methods  for  building  things.  Huge
amounts of material get wasted. Materials are mass produced on a global scale
by  hugely  powerful  corporations.  They  are  highly  processed  or  entirely
synthetic.  Sometimes  they  imitate  other  materials.  Eventually  they  all  fall
apart…” Eli Gfell, Artist’s Statement

Gfell  earned  his  BFA  in  Painting  and  Sculpture  from  Kent  State  University
(2014). He is the full-time Exhibitions Project Manager at the Cleveland MOCA,
and he is the co-owner and operator of the experimental gallery  H Space  on
Cleveland’s west side, with artist Ella Medicus. View Gfell's website.

The Opening Reception of Matt Lambert: Fun & Games and Eli Gfell: /X is 5:30
to 8 p.m. Friday, April 27, 2018 in the Main Gallery and Euclid Avenue Gallery of
The Sculpture Center (1834 E. 123rd Street Cleveland, Ohio 44106).  The Artist
Talks: Eli Gfell is at 6:15 p.m. in the Euclid Avenue Gallery, and The Artist Talks:
Matt Lambert is at 7 p.m. in the Main Gallery.  Free and Open to the Public.
Free Parking is  available  in The Sculpture  Center  parking lot,  along E.  123 rd

Street, and in the Circle Health Services parking lot. 

W2S Series 2018 exhibitions Matt Lambert: Fun & Games and Eli Gfell: /X will
be On View April 27 to June 1, 2018. 

###
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Eli  Gfell,  “/wall,”  2017,  lumber,  xps,  construction
adhesive, 96 x 48 x 3 1/2 in. Courtesy of  the artist.

Eli  Gfell,  “vXx,”  2017,  lumber,  drywall,  xps,  osb,
expanding glue, joint compound, paint, 16 x 7 x 3
1/2 in. Courtesy of the artist. 

http://cargocollective.com/eligfell
http://www.mattlambertstudio.com/


About the W2S Window to Sculpture Emerging Artist Series 
Through the Window to Sculpture Emerging Artist series (W2S), The Sculpture Center has advanced the careers of exceptional Ohio
artists for over 25 years. In 2014, we expanded the program to include artists from the greater area of the Great Lakes region,
adjoining states, and Ontario,  Canada. The Sculpture Center embraces artists whose art practices include sculpture, installation,
mixed and expanded media, relational aesthetics, and performance. 

About The Sculpture Center
Founded by Cleveland artist David E. Davis in 1989, The Sculpture Center is a not-for-profit arts organization with a mission unique to
this country of supporting the careers of emerging sculptors of Ohio and our greater region and encouraging the preservation of Ohio
public outdoor sculpture. The Sculpture Center exhibits the highest quality contemporary sculpture by rapidly rising, mid-career, and
established artists with a focus on sculpture of our region. We value risk taking and an exploration of new avenues of creativity by
each artist. New artwork is created especially for all our curated exhibitions. Admission is always free. There is ample free parking
and handicap accessibility to our galleries.

The Sculpture Center receives generous support from The Callahan Foundation, The John P. Murphy Foundation, the Bernice and
David  E.  Davis  Art  Foundation,  The  George  Gund  Foundation,  the  Cleveland  Foundation, The  Char  and  Chuck  Fowler  Family
Foundation, the Cyrus Eaton Foundation, studioTECHNE|architects, Sculpture Center board members, and many individual donors to
Friends  of  The Sculpture  Center.  The W2S 2018 W2S series  is  directly  supported by the National  Endowment  for the  Arts.  The
Sculpture Center is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. It is
also supported by grants from the Ohio Arts Council  which receives federal monies through the National Endowment for the Arts.
Learn More at sculpturecenter.org.
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